Chronic dissecting aneurysm of ascending aorta with a large intramural thrombus and isolated aortic defects.
We present macroscopic and microscopic findings in a case of chronic dissecting aneurysm of ascending aorta and aortic arch associated with isolated tears of aortic wall without its rupture in a 71-year-old female presenting with minimal clinical symptomatology. Aneurysmal dilation of the aorta was caused not only by the bridging of the vascular wall based on the presence of an organizing intramural thrombus in the false lumen between the separated layers, but also by a wide flat defect in the aortic intima and media with the preservation of the aortic wall integrity due to fibrotical alteration of tunica adventicia. Histologic examination of the thoracic aorta detected cystic medial degeneration with mild atherosclerosis.